WORKSHOPS

1st workshop

Getting Started with Knowledge Building Creation methodology: workshop for beginners, Katerine Bielaczyc, National Institute of Education, Nayang University, Singapore.

Participation fee 25€.

Saturday, morning and afternoon sessions. AB 14, first floor.

 The Knowledge Building Community model of Marlene Scardamalia and Carl Bereiter has a long history in research on learning and teaching with educational technology. The main drivers for such a model are found in advances in social-constructivist theories of learning and teaching, the move toward a “global village” requiring multicultural collaborations involving multiple perspectives, and the need to empower people to flexibly learn and innovate in the Knowledge Age. The vision of classrooms based on the Knowledge Building Community model centers on students building collective knowledge with “fidelity to the ways work with ideas is carried out in the real world” (Scardamalia, 2002, p. 6). This vision represents a shift from traditional views of education to “idea-centered education” where problems are found in authentic attempts to understand the world and ideas are treated as objects of inquiry that can be tinkered with, combined with other knowledge objects, and improved upon.  Knowledge building brings ideas to life in the public domain, making them available for use, challenge, synthesis with other ideas, and progressive refinement.   The model is also embodied in Knowledge Forum, a technology-based tool that supports the construction of a communal multimedia knowledge base.

This workshop is itself run as participation in a knowledge building community --- allowing for deep understanding of the underlying design principles, learning theories, and teaching strategies of the Knowledge Building Community model. Participants will work with cases drawn from a variety of primary to university-level classroom settings and will work hands-on with Knowledge Forum in order to work together to advance their understanding of problems such as:

· How should learning and knowledge be conceptualized in a knowledge building classroom?  

· Since we do not work from a “blank slate” --- how can designers and teachers support a shift from more traditional approaches to teaching and learning to a knowledge building approach?

· What roles do teachers play?  What roles do students play?

· How do we assess student learning and knowledge advancement?
2nd  wokrkshop

Bridging minds for Knowledge Creativity: innovating communicative approaches in a global world. Multilingual and intercultural attitudes for dealing with cultural and personal diversity, Neus Lorenzo, Head Unit, Department of Education, Catalonia, Spain.

Participation fee 25€.

Saturday, morning and afternoon sessions. AB 13, first floor.

In our modern societies, students spend more time on the Internet using e-tools in social networks to develop their digital identities, than attending classes of language or science. There are clearly new issues and needs in teaching and learning that require creativity and innovation. “Bridging minds” will promote international projects with inclusive education objectives in a better balanced world.

The aims are

·         To stimulate creative thinking at school, for teaching and learning with refreshing ideas and interesting activities.

·         To offer a space for interacting within TIAMI (Taking Into Account Multiple Intelligence).

·         To develop frames for project work and task work at school, following Social knowledge-building processes.

·         To include multilingual and pluricultural attitudes in the curriculum, for dealing with cultural and personal diversity.

With emphasis in this content

·         Basic ideas for supporting creative approaches in education: innovating communicative approaches in a global world.

·         Practical interacting activities: bridging minds for knowledge building and community building.

·         Creative techniques and activities to motivate students encourage their research and give them scientific support.

Using this methodology

·         Short presentation of concepts and framework ideas: interactive participation, drama techniques and collaborative strategies for everybody.

3rt workshop

Laboratory Experience. Knowledge Building Creation in international context. Nature of the challenge. Tomorrow’s Innovators: workshop to experience knowledge creativity. International team coordinated by Thérèse Laferrière (Quebec), Nancy Law (Hong Kong) and Mireia Montané (Catalonia)

Participation fee 100€.

Saturday, Monday and Tuesday, morning and afternoon sessions. (Falten les aules)

The Knowledge Building International Project (KBIP) is a collaborative project that reaches to many parts of the world: Hong Kong,, Québec, Catalunya, Norway, Mexico, Italy, and others.

Under the global theme of climate changes, students are inquiring into the consequences of human activity on the environment. They communicate together for learning and knowledge building purposes with the support of new technologies.

This year, for the 34th conference of the Association for Teacher Education in Europe (ATEE) which will take place in Majorca, Spain, students from around the world will meet. They will have the opportunity to share and continue their collaborative inquiries this time in the Mallorca caves.
 « From thirst, we learn water »       

 


- Emily Dickinson

For instance, students have been questioning, inquiring into, and discussing water quality, and their understanding of it as a key environmental issue.   

A collective investigation

During their stay, students who will represent their class, ones that engaged in knowledge building in 2008-2009, will participate in the Knowledge Building Summer Institute.  They will be part of the Tomorrow’s Innovators workshop. At this occasion, they will recall what their class found, identify new questions, and engage in new research on site as they will visit caves in Majorca, and analyse water from the Mediterranean Sea. They will compare their observations, and bring back new data to their local knowledge building communities.
`

	Tomorrow's Innovators Mallorca 2009. Program of Activities

	Dates
	LLoc
	Activity

	Friday

28 August

pm
	Hotel Apolo

Hotel Odín
	· Arrival in Majorca, getting to know each other,  forming an international community of knowledge builders
· Free time. Leisure activities, time permitting<A[time|weather]>

	Saturday

29 August, am


	University of the Balearic Islands (UIB)

Edifici Jovellanos

Classrooms AI02 and AI03


	· 7:30h. Breakfast

· 8:00h. Bus transportation to UIB.

· 8:30h. Opening of the Tomorrow’s Innovators (TI) workshop Mallorca 2009. Participant presentations and event goals . Venue: Classrooms AI02 and AI03, first floor:

· Presentation of the study results regarding the water quality from different countries and different origins (oceans, seas, rivers, fountains<A[fountains|sources]>, ground water, etc)

· Formulation of emerging questions

· Preparation of data análisis, i.e. temperature datum, ph (degree of acidity of the water), degree of turbulence, observation of microorganisms in the water, etc.

· 10:45. Break

· 11:00. Presentation, reserch on<A[investigator|researcher]> “Karsts, sediments, geomorphologies  littoral and  fluvial of the waters of the Majorcan caves” (approximately 20 minutes).  Q&A session for students and teaching staff (approximately 20 minutes.) Confirmation pending.

· 12:00. Reformulation of the questions

· 12:30h.Buffet dinner, Jovellanos Building Restaurant



	Saturday

29 August, pm
	Visit to the "caves of the Drach"
	· 13:30h.  Buses from UIB to  the Drach Caves.

· 15:00h. Visit and fieldwork, Drach Caves. Work with sensors and computers

· 16:30h. Buses back to hotels. Free time.

· 19:30h. Buses to the welcome reception



	Sunday

30 August, am
	UIB

Building JOvellanos

Opening Ceremony


	· 8:00h. Breakfast

· 8:30h. Buses to UIB

· 9:30h. Participation<A[Participation|Shareholding]> in Opening Ceremony

· 10:15h. Work session, Classrooms AI02 and AI03

· 10:45h. Break

· 11:00h.  Presentation, mapping of Majorcan caves (approximately 20 minutes).  Q&A session for students and teaching staff (approximately 20 minutes.) Confirmation pending.

· 12h. Reformulation of the questions

· 12:30h. Buffet lunch, Jovellanos Building Restaurant



	Sunday

30 August,

pm
	Visit to the "caves of Campanet"
	· 13:30h. Buses from UIB to the Campanet Caves.

· 15:00h.Visit and fieldwork in the caves. Work with sensors and computers

· 16:30h. Buses back to the hotels. Free time



	Monday

31 August

am

	UIB

Edifici Jovellanos
	· 7:30h. Breakfast

· 8:00h. Buses to UIB.

· 8:30h. Onsite work in Classrooms AI02 and AI03. And online work on Knowledge Forum . Collective construction of knowledge. Work in groups.

· 10:45h. Break

· 11:00h. Continuation of the knowledge building work,  primarily in small groups.

· 12:00h. Rise above and advanced summaries of the work completed i nlarge group(s)

· 12:30h. Buffet dinner, Jovellanos Building Restaurant 

	Monday

31 August

pm
	
	· 13.30h. Continuation of the Rise Above. Practice plenary session presentation <A[Essay|Rehearsal]> 
· 15:00h. Break

· 15:30h. Preparation in small and large groups of Tuesday’s presentation.

· 17:30h. Buses to the hotels.

· 19:45h. Buses from the hotels to the City Hall reception at Bellver Castle

· 20:30h. Reception at Bellver Castle

	Tuesday

1 September am
	
	· 8:00h. Breakfast
· 8:30h. Buses to UIB
· 9:00h. Classes meet for a last time, and coordinate their participation in the presentation
· 10:30h. Presentation befote the <A[to|in]> l'ATEE audience (plenary session)

· 12:30h. Buffet lunch, Jovellanos Building Restaurant

	Tuesday

1 Sept, pm
	
	Cultural visits:

· 13:30h. Buses from UIB to the  Mallorca Cathedral

· 14:30h. Guided visit of the Mallorca Cathedral (pending confirmation)

	Wednesday

2 Sept, am
	
	Free morning

Possible visits to:

· the Chartreuse de Valldemosa (museum dedicated to pianist Frederic Chopin and   George Sand) and the home<A[home|house]> of writer Robert Graves in Deià

·  promenade<A[promenade|walk]> and the historical center of Mallorca

·  the home<A[home|house]>-studio of artist Joan Miró

· other options

	Wednesday

2 Sept, pm
	
	Departure


These first three workshops are carried out with the collaboration of the RDC Global Co-operation in Teacher Education and the OISE Summer Institute of the University of Toronto, Canada.

4th workshop

Teachers’ and teacher educators’ ownership of professional quality. Using creative reflection tools to identify professional quality of teachers and teacher educators. International team coordinated by Marco Snoek (The Netherlands)

Participation fee 25€.

Saturday, morning and afternoon sessions. (Falta l’aula)

The quality of teachers and teacher educators is a matter of public debate in many countries. Policy makers, school leaders, politicians and the general public, all have their opinion on the standards that teachers or teacher educators have to meet. However, the voice of teachers and teacher educators themselves is seldom heard in these debates. This is strange as they are the key players in (developing) teacher (educator) quality.

If we want debates on teacher (educator) quality to have a real impact on the professional quality of teachers and teacher educators, teachers and teacher educators should have a strong involvement in the identification of the core elements of their professional quality.

Within the Comenius project Identifying Teacher Quality, teacher educators from 12 countries developed a toolbox with reflection tools that can help teachers and teacher educators to reflect on their professional quality. The tools from this toolbox can be used in CPD-activities, in in-service teacher education, in communities of practice of teachers in schools and within the curriculum of initial teacher education.

In this pre-conference workshop teachers and teacher educators will become familiar with some of the reflection tools of the toolbox. Given the theme of the conference, the focus will be on reflection tools that stimulate creativity and imagination.

The result of the pre-conference workshop is a more explicit and clear understanding of essential elements of professional quality, and ideas for using the reflection tools within your own context.

Examples of the tools can be found at www.teacherqualitytoolbox.eu

This workshops is organized by the RDC Curricula in Teacher Education

5th workshop

“String” theory and knowledge creation: an innovative way of concretising, thinking through barriers and determining positive action, Glynn Kirham, Consultant in Education and Educational Leadership and management

Participation fee 25€.

Saturday, morning and afternoon sessions. (Falta l’aula)

Colleagues participating in this workshop will be introduced to “string” theory and its application to everyday personal and professional life.  There will be the opportunity to share with other participants their own skills in overcoming learning barriers, “digital” adroitness and a need for additional professional competences for teacher education and professional development. 

The core purpose of the workshop is to enable those taking part to examine (in an creative and “fun” way) the potential to move from complexity and chaos to order and a sense of personal achievement.

The workshop is predicated on the following premises:

Professional learning is a constant need.

Learning should be enjoyable;

Access to knowledge determines achievement;

Individuals are the institution;

Norms lead nowhere;

Success is a prime determiner of achievement;

Assisting another assists oneself;

Interstices are important to understand;

Life is simple;

I can;

Negativity can be helpful;

Gaudi was right.

The value of the workshop will be found in its easy application to “life, the world and everything.”

Participants will be expected to talk to one another.

