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Results of the Feasibility study as to SD4E and Teacher Education

Introduction

EUN Schoolnet has proposed in its 2007 bid to the Commission to find out with a feasibility study whether it is possible to involve up from 2009 in this initiative also initial teacher training institutions.

The starting point for this  proposal is the fact that it is important to inform future teachers during initial teacher education about the importance of the European Union and how they can later on, while teaching, be involved in:

· providing opportunities for pupils and their teachers to find out about the European Union

· raising awareness with pupils about the European Union, its citizens and institutions;

· promote European citizenship education at school through traditional, ICT curriculum-based activities and/or cross-curricular or transversal pedagogical activities.

Methodology

To find out whether or not Spring day for Europe may appeal to initial teacher education and to find out which kind of activities may be developed within the framework for Spring Day for Europe for students in initial teacher education, EUN schoolnet has decided to make a feasibility study in the first half of 2008. The information to be gathered for the feasibility study was based on an on-line questionnaire and telephone or direct interviews.

To this effect initial teacher training institutions in universities
 have been invited to fill in on on-line questionnaire. This questionnaire was available in THREE languages (see annexes 1, 2 and 3)  It was hoped that the results of this questionnaire could be the basis for possible activities towards students in initial teacher education up from 2009.

It was also hoped to find some teacher training institutions that are particularly interested in promoting Spring Day for Europe actively in the future by possibly joining a small working party.

Some colleagues from initial teacher training institutions have been contacted for a personal in-depth interview over the phone or through direct contacts in June. These were mainly the teacher training institutions that are member of the EMECE Comenius Transnational project coordinated by the IUFM of Lille (FR).

Characteristics of the respondents

57 teacher training institutions from 15 EU countries  filled in the questionnaire. Most of them were initial teacher training institutions  but at least two of them were (also) in-service teacher training institutions.

It was a tough job to convince so many teacher training institutions to fill in the questionnaire. There is a very large allergy to filling in questionnaires at the moment. Several  personal contacts and phone calls convinced several of the institutions to fill it in for which we are grateful.

Belgium (NL Dutch Speaking part) :

10

Belgium (French-speaking part) : 

  2

Bulgaria: 




  1

Cyprus:




  1

Czech republic:



 10

Germany




 10

Finland:




  1

France





  8

Italy:





  2

Lithuania




  1

Netherlands:




  4

Poland:




  1

Portugal: 




  1

Spain: 





  2

Sweden




  1

UK





  2

The important number of responses in some countries such as France, Germany, Belgium and the Czech republic are due to the help of key persons such as National agencies of Comenius or the representatives of networks such as the network of French – English teacher training institutions coordinated by Patricia Bertaux (IUFM de Lorraine) or  the EMEC network of Jean Perlein of the IUFM ,Université d’Artois working on media education in a Comenius transnational project. Both those institutions could be very valid partners in helping to run some pilot initiative as to SD4E in the next academic year.

Some of the colleagues mentioned above were also interviewed. The partners of EMECE (FR, IT, PT, CY, DE,) at the occasion of the 20 – 21 June 2008 meeting in Paris and Fokko Dijkstra of the Chain network (A success story of Comenius mobility 2008) at a meeting  on 27 June in Brussels.

Possible interest of teacher education in Spring Day for Europe activities

It is very important  and interesting to point out that the response to the question “ Are you interested in being involved  in the future activities as to SD4E in initial teacher education” is highly positive as 95 % of all respondent stress to be interested to be involved. This first key response already shows there is interest to set up a pilot project involving some initial teacher training institutions in SD4E

Only 21% mention that they know about the SD4E activities (about 80% say they didn’t know about SD4E till the questionnaire!) and some 10% respondents say that they have been involved in it in one way or another. On the one hand this is positive and negative. The overall assumption prevailed that initial teacher training institutions were not at all aware of and were not at all involved in SD4E activities. This is thus not the case and even with 20% of them being informed about it and 10% being involved there is definitely ground and reason to start up a special initiative in SD4E that will target them.

Information as to the administrative status of the responding teacher training institutions 

The respondents were asked if they trained teachers for pre-primary school, for primary school, for lower secondary, for upper secondary, for special needs school and/or for vocational and technical schools. The answers show that that the responding institutions represent a valid sample of initial teacher training institutions that cover all sorts of teacher training institutions ranging from pre-primary to primary, to secondary education, to special needs education and to  vocational and technical schools. 

The answers to the questionnaire show that most efforts are done to develop the European dimension in initial teacher education for future primary school (63%) and lower secondary school teachers (63%). Less efforts are done with the other kind of teachers: upper secondary school teachers (38%), special needs teachers (19%) and future pre-primary teachers (38%).

The information received also shows that there is a good balance and representation of respondents for the different levels of initial teacher education and training such as bachelors’ and masters’ training. This information reflects the variety of initial training institutions that exist in the different countries that have filled in the questionnaire However, the  impression clearly prevails that more efforts are made in   the bachelor’s training of teachers to promote the European dimension in education than in the Master’s training.

The future teachers concerned by the activities inquired about through the present questionnaire can be primary school teachers who usually teach all subjects in their schools or they can be subject teachers of  a very large variety of subjects ranging from civics education / citizenship / religious studies, social subjects, language, mathematics, sciences (biology, physics, chemistry...), technology / technical subjects, ICT teachers, geography, history teachers, economics / business, arts / drama / expression or physical education / sports.

Involvement in EU bilateral programmes and activities

Involvement in Erasmus activities

It is quite clear that the initial teacher training institutions that respond to the questionnaire are all committed and motivated to promoting and strengthening the European and international dimension in teacher education. Nearly 85% of all respondents stress that they are promoting the awareness for the EU in their programme and curriculum.

This is only the case in 60% of the DE respondents.

When asked about their involvement in  EU programmes in bilateral or multilateral propgrammes in the Lifelong learning programme the EN and  FR seem to be very active compared to the DE respondents.  

67% of the responding institutions are involved in  Erasmus student mobility

28% of the responding institutions are involved in IPs

56% of the responding institutions are involved in  Erasmus staff mobility

7,2% of the respondents say to be involved in CD activities. That the number of respondents as to the involvement in CD is low is normal as these days only a limited number of CD Erasmus projects are being funded by the Commission.

Involvement in Comenius projects

It is remarkable that nearly 65% of the respondents say to be involved in Comenius transnational projects. Furthermore an average of 31% mention that they are involved in Comenius networks.  This is an important element as it shows there willingness to be involved in projects that have a direct impact and effect as to school education. This is an important element to take on board when inviting initial teacher training institutions to get involved in Spring Day for Europe activities. Only 1,75% of the institutions are involved in Jean Monnet activities.

Involvement in other EU activities

The results form this question show that all the respondents are involved in various other activities ranging from Tempus (16%) , to Erasmus Mundus (14%) , to ESF projects (21%),  the 7 FP 12%),  EU – US cooperation (10%), EU –Canada cooperation 3.5%) etc. The results however do not show any specific information that is useful to interpret in the framework of the present study.

One element which is worth mentioning is the fact that 35% of the respondents  say to be involved in bilateral or other cooperation initiatives next to their involvement in EU activities. Examples given of such bilateral involvement are cooperation in the framework of Nordplus, The Touquet agreements between France and England, bilateral cooperation between the regions within Belgium and cooperation with Latin American countries.

	Specific initiatives in the field of the European dimension

The following initiatives were mentioned  in the open questions or during some of the interviews !

The IUFM Villeneuve d’Asq (Université d’Artois) , member of the Comenius Transnational project EMECE (Media education) , in visited students to develop materials related to Spring day for Europe and to have student teachers use them in the classroom during practical training. Contacts: Jean Perlein  and Clairé Féliers : jean.perlein@lille.iufm.fr and claire.feliers@lille.iufm.fr
For information about EMECE : see the website : http://www.emece.proformar.org/

The Escola Superior de Educação de Lisboa organized training sessions for teachers to get involved in Spring day for Europe. This institution is also a member of EMECE
http://www.eselx.ipl.pt/
Contact: Fernando Serra: fserra@eselx.ipl.pt
Comenius project historical recreation as a pedagogical tool. The project worked  on the life and work of Amos Comenius. It involved teacher training institution and school.

The performance took place in Karvina and was connected to the Day of Europe. Activities will be linked up in future with SD4E.

http://historicalrecreation.blogspot.com/2007_03_01_archive.html



Concrete activities to promote the European dimension in initial teacher training

When asked which kind of activities the initial teacher training institution is involved in  to promote the European dimension in education, the following answers are given:

The students receive information about the possibilities and the potential of school partnerships (e.g. in Comenius) within their curriculum in a subject: 54,5%

Students  that have been Erasmus students have to share their expertise with other fellow students on their return: 54,5%

Students are strongly advised to do a study period abroad in the framework of Erasmus fully integrated in their initial training: 54,5 

Students receive information about the possibilities and the potential of school partnerships (e.g. in Comenius) outside the normal curriculum: 54,5% 

Students are invited to be involved in or to get information about school partnership projects during their placements in schools: 51%

Students have  the opportunity to meet teachers that set up cooperation projects and partnerships with other European schools: 49%

Students are given information about the Comenius (former language) assistantships: 44%

Students  all have to study a foreign language  especially if they are not becoming a language teacher afterwards: 38,5%

Students have the opportunity to meet teachers that have been involved in European in-service training activities: 38,5%

Students are invited to develop pedagogical materials focusing on the European Union: 33,5%

Students are invited to help schools develop Comenius or other school partnerships: 32%

Students can take an optional module on the European Union in general: 26,5%

Students are invited to develop pedagogical materials focusing on the European Union and to use them during their placements in schools: 24,5%

Students have the opportunity to meet the head of the school who integrated the European and/or international dimension into the mission of the school; 21%

Students can take a module on the policy of the EU in education and training in general and on the education and training programmes in particular:  17,5%

Students are expected to attend lectures about the EU in general or European education issues in particular: 17,5%

Students can take an optional module on how to promote European cooperation and the European dimension in school education: 17,5% 

Students have the opportunity to meet and debate with Members of the European Parliament or other EU institutions such as the Committee of the regions: 9%

Students are given information about the possibility to do a placement at the Commission when they have finished their studies: 5%

Key elements revealed as to students in initial teacher education 

· They get information about the possibilities for teachers to work with European dimension initiatives (e.g. school partnerships) set up in the framework of the Lifelong learning programme of the EU. This information is given within a subject of the curriculum or outside the normal curriculum. In most cases NO information is given about Spring Day for Europe as the majority of respondents mention NOT to know SD4E and thus not have to worked with it.

· Part of the information can be contacts with teachers or heads involved in European dimension activities.

· Important is that an important numbers of respondents have their students develop pedagogical materials related to the EU. In 13 cases it is mentioned that the students teachers are invited to use them during their practical training in schools.. Such materials could be used in the framework of SD4E.

· There are special modules focusing on the EU but very few modules focusing on European dimension in education and European cooperation topics. Very few modules seems to exist focusing on education and training issues in the EU. In some cases supplementary information about the EU is limited to attending some lectures

· Students are invited to be mobile (Erasmus / Comenius assistants) during their initial training period. After the mobility they are invited to share with their fellow-students  what they have acquired or learned.

· Students all have to learn a foreign language to support their mobility and to share the outcomes of their mobility with others. This is a positive development as knowing foreign languages is a key element to support European dimension work.

· Are invited to develop  teaching materials about the EU during their initial training and use them in their practice in schools. This is particularly useful when it comes to invite teacher training institutions to develop materials in the framework of SD4E towards the future.

· There is no link with members of the European Parliament or other EU institutions as to obtain information about the EU.

This information shows that the most motivated teacher training institutions are taking various initiatives of which some could be used to promote Spring day for Europe with future teachers. Some of those activities could also lead to active involvement of student teachers by developing teaching materials.

	Specific initiatives in the field of the European dimension

The following initiatives were mentioned  in the open questions or during some of the interviews !

Comenius transnational project for lifelong learning: Creativity in education : Dynamic pedagogy; coordinator; HE-elsingin Yliopist, Department  of Teacher education 

Partners intend to create links with SD4E as they see potential.

Contact: Ritva.Nyfors@pp.inet.fi
Comenius Transnational project: Science education and the development of European Citizenship. http://sedec.osu.cz
Contact: Etienne Bolmont: etienne.bolmont@free.fr, IUFM Lorraine

The Development of Intercultural competence through sports in an expanding European Union : sports and citizenship  +  Health(a)ware Comenius project

Contact: Malwina Mielcarek / Alicja Grądkowska:  wspolpraca@awf-gorzow.neostrada.pl  
 European Masters in Comenius project evaluation: EVACO, University of Kaunas

Contact: Daiva Lepaite: Daiva.Lepaite@af.ktu.lt
The ELOS Comenius network  ( Europe as a learning Environment in Schools) : Large potential for SD4E work!Contact: : elos@epf.nl
The competencies of the European or international teacher: a scheme of competences that can be acquired by teachers at different levels

Contact Rosangela Baggio: rosangela1@telefonica.net 

The teacher training College of –the Khleuven (Association KULeuven) has within the course on innovation in pedagogy a special chapter on Contribution of EU projects on innovation in education. The potential of SD4E is specifically addressed.

Contact: Karine Hindrix: karine.hindrix@khleuven.be
The European union through media, films and cartoons; PH Freiburg (DE); work on SD4E is included. Member of the EMECE Network

Contact : Ida Püttinger: poettinger@lmz-bw.de
Erasmus student Mobility At King’s College London: students in the PGCE have a three months mobility in  Spain, France, Austria or Germany. Including European dimension work is part of this. Contact Simon Coffey: simon.coffey@kcl.ac.uk
University of Pavia: programme for hosting science teachers and training them for the CLIL language method in the context of a Leonardo project. European dimension work is included!

Contact: Eleonora Salvadori: eleonora.salvadori@paviascuola.it
CHAIN Network:  Cultural activities and Institutes network; success story 2008 in Comenius mobility; link with European dimension and SD4E in activities:

Contact: Fokko Dijkstra: fokko@chain.to 




Possible SD4E activities that appeal to Initial teacher training institutions 

All the suggestions made are thought to be useful but in the following decreasing order of importance

Develop pedagogical materials with student-teachers from other EU countries: 75%

Attend lectures by fellow teacher trainers from other EU countries: 60%

Develop pedagogical materials / games  etc. about the EU that can be used in the classroom when teaching:  58 %

Develop information sessions for pupils of primary or secondary schools: 51 %

Help schools organize events about the EU as part of their placement activities in a school; 42%

Visit the European Parliament in Brussels or Strasbourg after a thorough preparation: 35%

Attend lectures given by EU experts: 37%

Be involved in an IP about the EU: 31,5%

Develop information sessions for students from other departments or faculties: 30%

Carry out research activities on the policy and the strategy of the EU in the field of education and training (Lisbon 2010 strategy!) 30%

Organise debates with members of the European Parliament, the Committee of the Region etc.: 24,5%

Particularly revealing is the fact that initial teacher training institutions are most interested to be involved in SD4E activities that enable the student-teachers to play an active role or to make use of the staff mobility to promote the European dimension. 4 of the 5 topics that get the highest score concern student teachers that play an active role and do something. The highest score is given to students from different countries that develop together pedagogical materials that can be used in the classroom.  The second highest score is linked to mobility of staff; initial teacher training institutions want to use the visiting staff to give information to their students about the EU.  Some of this visiting staff could maybe be involved in school visits through partnerships between initial teacher training institutions and schools. See the recommendation to this effect.

Obstacles to the involvement of initial teacher training institutions in SD4E

Without any doubt the major obstacle to doing something in initial teacher education  on the topic of spring day for Europe is the lack of time in an overburdened curriculum (90%).

The following elements are also seen as obstacles: 

Lack of interest in and motivation for the European Union

Lack of good information, channels and materials to inform students

Lack of interest in and motivation for the EU of fellow teacher trainers

Lack of language knowledge of the future teachers

Lack of intercultural skills and awareness

Advantages of involving initial teacher training in SD4E

All the respondents agree that the involvement in SD4E activities could promote the following advantages:

Raising the awareness for and interest in the European union

Increase the interest in mobility as a (future) teacher

Enhance the interest to set partnerships between schools later on

Strengthen European citizenship with future pupils

Strengthen European citizenship of the student-teachers

Enhance the intercultural skills and awareness of student teachers

Enable them to function better as a teacher in multicultural classrooms

Make future teachers more aware of the importance of (European) networking

Strengthen the awareness that Eur. cooperation raises the quality in education

Increase the interest of student-teachers in learning foreign languages

Conclusions

 There are definitely an important number of initial teacher training institutions that are interested to be involved in SD4E activities towards the immediate future. Even if only 15% know about the SD4E activities and even if  only 1O% say to have been involved in one way or another, these are positive elements which can be built upon towards the future.

It is clear that the initial teacher training institutions that have filled in the questionnaire are all institutions that are very activity in European and international activities and are very committed to promote European dimension activities. In general and possibly SD4E activities in particular.

Spring Day for Europe is not well known with initial teacher training institutions across the EU. Special efforts should be made in the immediate future to send information about SD4E to those institutions end to invite them to be involved more actively.

	Suggestions by the respondents

· Introduction to Spring day for Europe and other European projects should be part of the initial teacher training programme.

· A CD ROM should be made containing all the European projects and initiatives future teachers should be informed of.

· All the suggestions in the questionnaire as to activities in initial teacher training are excellent and should be implemented

· Develop a European project focusing on SD4E involving teacher trainees from across the EU.

· Develop Euroblogs and cyberfax on SD4E involving teacher training institutions

· Develop a project on European and international competences of school teachers including European dimension work such as SD4E.

· May responding initial teacher training institutions are interesting to develop SD4E activities!




Recommendations

Concerning SD4E for initial teacher training

A pilot project for SD4E for initial teacher training institutions

It is strongly recommended to set up a limited pilot project within SD4E to involve initial teacher training institutions in the immediate future as there is great interest with the institutions that have filled in the questionnaire. Such a pilot project could involve the initial teacher training institutions that have taken the trouble to answer the questionnaire.

The pilot project would best focus on the development and implementation of  activities that involve the students teachers directly and actively in the development of pedagogical materials or activities promoting the EU. Partnerships between initial teacher training institutions and schools could also prove to be useful as to SD4E work. Visiting professors could also give information to pupils in schools involved in SD4E. 

As mention earlier the pilot project would best focus on:

The development of  pedagogical materials with student-teachers from other EU countries;

The development of pedagogical materials / games  etc. about the EU that can be used in the classroom when teaching

The development of information sessions for pupils of primary or secondary schools;

The organization of school events about the EU as part of the placement activities in a school of student teachers.

It is furthermore suggested to launch to this effect as part of the pilot project a competition between initial teacher training institutions. The prize to be won could be that the pedagogical material can be made available to all the SD4E schools  during the activities of SD4E in the next year. A prize could also be a visit of student teachers from different countries to the European Parliament.

In setting up the pilot project it should be suggested that initial teacher training institutions link up with their national or regional SD  teacher and their SD liaison officer so as to link their activities to activities of some of the schools involved in the SD4E events. The SWOT analysis of SD4E with the SD teachers and SD liaison officers has revealed that in some countries (Portugal, the Czech republic, Slovenia…) training activities are set up to train teachers to be involved in SD4E. Such training activities may also be useful for teacher training institutions.

As many initial teacher training institutions are involved in Comenius transnational projects and/or Comenius networks and as within some of those projects sometimes schools are directly involved in the development / testing of the materials developed, it is suggested to inform all Comenius transnational partnerships and Comenius networks once the decision has been taken to set up a pilot project for initial teacher training institutions  for SD4E.

The Commission could invite initial teacher training institutions to develop Comenius transnational projects focusing on the development of pedagogical materials that can be used in the classroom working on SD4E.  A joint contact seminar involving initial teacher training institutions and schools involved in SD4E could be the basis for creating such partnerships and project. As this would only lead to the creation of transnational partnerships starting in the fall of 2009, the Commission could allow some of the SD4E funds to be used during the academic year 2008 -2009 to set up the pilot project and have the first competition  concerning the development of pedagogical tools developed by student teachers from several EU countries related to SD4E.

Concerning the European dimension in initial teacher training

It is strongly recommended to set up a European wide survey for all initial teacher training institutions to find out their present involvement in activities promoting European and international cooperation. Such a survey could also describe examples of good practice that exist in initial teacher education institutions and that could be disseminated and valorized towards others.

� With universities any type of institution of higher education is meant!





